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the outline or 
abridgement. 
For Hegel, this 
would be the 
ideal and 
paradoxical form 
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as the final form 
of philosophical 
exposition, one 
that must abide 





- this is indeed a 
law of thought. 
The mind’s 
rhythm and 









is by nature an 
abridgement.”1 
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Events that have 
unfolded over 





that is, by pure 
signs. This 
principle is part 
of the labour 
of the 
concept insofar 
as it operates 
an “immense 
abridgement 







the richness of 
the sensible. 
This abstraction 
does not have, 
as one might 
think, the 
univocal 
meaning of a 
killing, but also 
appears as an 
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animation. 
As Hegel puts it 
in the Science 
of Logic: “the 
understanding 
does indeed give 
[the categories 
of thought], [in 
the form of 
abstract 
universality], 












of thought now 
take the shape 
of a “point.”5 
The formalising 





confer to the 
being stripped 
of its singularity 
a kind of style 






lies in a 
reduction of the 
physiognomical
constellation of 
a being, a thing, 
or a moment 
of thought to its 
distinctive 
feature. 
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shrouded to 









Spirit so far as 
their content is 
concerned, but 




stages on a way 
that has been 
made level 
with toil. Thus, 
as far as factual 
information is 
concerned, we 
find that what 





results in the 
reduction of the 
whole spiritual 
path to a mere 
print whose 
asperities it 
erases. “In a 










used to be the 
important thing 
is now but a 
trace; its 
pattern is 
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does have less 




in itself.”8 The 
short-cut, which 
is merely a 
short-cut as 
regards the 
effort that is 
made - is 
precisely not a 
way of cheating 
engaged the 
attention of 
men of mature 
mind, has been 
reduced to the 
level of facts, 
exercises, and 
even games for 
children.”7 The 
accumulation-
reduction of the 
spiritual content 
to its point 







needs to make 
a lesser 
effort. The point 
erodes the 
furrow it 
ploughs as it 
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with the length 
of the path. 
Thus reduced to 
its characteristic 
trait, the thing 
is enabled to 
access ideality. 
Simplification 
is an eidetic: it 


















results from the 
tarnishing of the 
original glow 








form playing on 
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Thank you very much,
MY NAME.
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